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4 Honeſly is the beſt policy,” is a maxim left entirely to the 
vulgar, in England 3 but, though reprobated in European 
Policy, 1 find it elegantly authorized and enforced by a Trans⸗ 
Atlantic Statelman and Hero: “ Honeſty” fays Mr. Wain» 


deren, to his New States, “ will be found on every en- 
periment, to be the beſt and only true Polley,” 


Jontus Junion; 
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PREFACE. 


" IFFf is a Chemleal Proceſi; In that ef every Individual 
there has been ſome new material thrown in, or a new 


mods has been adopted, of conduRting the proceſk g the reſult is 
always u 


for the ſuhjekt of the we nr iz Man, 
We are now to view one of the moſt important reſults that ever 
the world produced, elaborated with ability, eoplnels 7.17 
vienee; and on the molt extenſive ſeale—lt is that of GEOR E 
WASHINGTON 's Public Life. 


The ExpeRtation of the Goes will not be E i the 
Glory of the Grat will not be lhillied 3 the Diaſtele of Free⸗ 
dom Will not be checked=but the thrones of fools will tetter 3 


for in this deeinve experiment; Liberty has not Fifen in the 


form of Licentiouſhels 1 negation atting ußen public evils 
and eorrupkien has not gute in Ambition | Rar the empi- 
nation of evil and military Power effervelred inte Tyranny— 
A BATS MAY SURSIEF IN ee AND Sus BY 


Aengsyr, 


In Proceſſions of State, the 1 cloles the caval- 
rid has preſented a long Pageant, 

In the progrels of centuries, many menials bedecked with (ſcarlet, 
purple, gp d and ſilver, have, in their pallage, been miſtaken by 
the croud for kings ; an edgeleſs {word pointing at the ſky, has 


been called and ſuppoſed, the Sword of Juſtice z Sceptres, 


whole ſplendor was meant to dazzle the people, have been miltaken 
for the Rod of Power, The ipettators were not aware of an 


* axiom=—that where the Strength ts, there ts the King, Hence, 


Royalty was looked for, every where but in Man, The 
little were aware, that when they ſaw a Kine, he would be 
uarded without Guards; he would be ſplendid without Riches ; 
fe would be conſpicuous without a Crown; he would be exalted 
without a Throne; he would be a Maſter without the contraſt 
of Slaves; he would clear his way through crouds without a 
Sceptrez he would be liſtened to without. a Trumpet, and 
eſtabliſh his Royalty without a Ilerald, 
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© The kings of the earth,“ then d are Vaniſhed j they ate 
palled by together,” Wo keMAths ? For that only, Which 
nne be Thakeny ſhall remain, I ſhall quote Seripture, bow⸗ 
ever wnealy it may make knaves, who pretend they ate fighting 
toy its e, 1 lay, remains to eleſe the proceflion, who neither 
holds fword; nor any implement of wary who with the breath 


* 


ck his lips flays the wicked j around whom ave not _— 
_ but elonds and darknels, and of whole Seat, Righteou 


Judgment are the Hahitation, When all the trampery of Pa- 
N is paſt, there remains the lublimely naked charakter of 


AN, the high delignation of the Son or Man—never to be 


Shaken, 


To thoſe, who have been watching with zeal for the cloſe of 
this Proceſlion, N to a wet and ſtormy day, it will be news 
of comfort, that, from the frequent appearance of perſons with 


many and deep traits of the Royal Character, not incidentally 
breaking in on the weh, nor meteorouſly flaming through the 


Pageant with inverted laws, but harmoniouſly arranged with it, 
and aſſuming a planetary motion in its Syſtem, © capable of 
MAINTAINING the Relations of Peace and Amity—there is 
every realon to expett. immediately the completion of their earn- 
eſt hopes: 'Thole who, believing, have not made haſte an 
departed, ſuppoſing, that a puppet was a king; thoſe: who, 
though he has tarried, have N 

Exp, he ſhall come and will not tarry. 


It would be injuſtice to Mr. Waſhington's Public Life not 


to rank it in Politics as | 
Fair Pnosrnor to the ſmiling morn 


Of active Life and Bliſs. > 
| : Miss CaRTER. 


He has eſtabliſhed his claim to the character of Man. Like 
the laurel ſearleſs in liglitnings, he will luxuriate in the ſhade : 
No longer the Heap of his Fellow-Citizens, let him be the 


Heart! To a State launched beyond ſpeculation, and actually 


left by its Chief, poiſed on private and public honeſty, recog- 
nizing Religion, in full organization and complete activity, it 15 
impoſſible to refuſe ſay ing | | | 


ESTO PERPETUA ! 


WILLIAM GILBERT. 


nels and 


for him, will sz that at the 
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Friends and Fellsw-Citizens ! 


Th period for the new elettion of a Citizen, ta adminſſter the 


Executive Government of the United States, being not far 


_ diſtant, and the time actually arrived, when your thoughts muſt 


be employed in deſignating the perſon who is to be clothed with 
that important truſt, it appears to me proper, elpecially as it ma 
conduce to a more diſtintt expreſſion of the public voice, that 
ſhould now apprize you of the refolution I have formed, to 


decline being conſidered among the number of thole, out of 


whom a choice is to be made, I beg vou, at the ſame time, to 
do me the juſlice to be allured, that this relolution has not been 
taken, without a {tri&t regard to all the conſiderations uppertainin 

to the relation, which binds a dutiful citizen to his country; 2 
that, in withdrawing the tender of {ervice which ſilence in my 
ſituation might imply, I am influenced by no diminution of 
zeal for your future tereſt; no deticiency of grateful reſpect 


for your paſt Kindnels ; but am ſupported by a full conviction 


that the ſtep is compatible with both. The acceptance of, and 
continuance hitherto in the ollice to which your ſuſfrages have 
twice called me, have been a uniform ſacriſice of inclination to 
the opinion of duty, and to a deference for what appeared to be 
your deſire. I conſtantly hoped that it would have been much 
earlier in my power, conſiſtently with motives, which I was not 


at liberty to diſregard, to return to that retirement, from which I 


had been reluctantly drawn. The ſtrength of my inclination to 
do this, previous to the laſt election, had even led to the Prepara- 
tion of an addrels to declare it to you: but mature reflection on 


the then perplexed and critical poſture of our affairs with foreign 


nations, and the unanimous advice of perſons entitled to my confi- 
dence impelled me to abandon the _ I rejoice that the ſtate 

of your concerns, external as well as ternal, no longer renders 
the purſuit of inclination incompatible with the ſentiment of duty, 


or "#6, 0 ; and am perſuaded, whatever partiality may beretain- 


ed for my ſervices, that in the preſent circumſtances of our coun- 
try, you will not diſapprove my determination to retire. The im- 
preihons with which I firſt undertook the arduous truſt, were ex- 
plained on the proper occaſion. In the diſcharge of this truſt, I 
will only ſay, that I have, with good intentions, contributed to- 
wards the organization and adminiſtration of the Government, 
the beſt exertions of which a very fallible judgment was capable. 
Not unconſcious, in the outſet, of the inferiority of my qualifica- 
tions, experience in my own eyes, perhaps ſtill more in the eyes 
of others, has ſtrengthened the motives to diflidence of mylelf ; 


0 


and every day the encreaſing weight of years admoniſhes me more 
and more that the ſhade of retirement is as neceſſary to me as it 
will be welcome. Satished that if any circumſtances have given 
peculiar value to my lervices, they were temporary, I ſhave the 
conlolation to bclicve, that while choice and prudence invite me 
to quit the political ſcene, patriotiſm does not forbid it. In 
looking forward to the moment, which is intenaed to terminate 
the career of my public lite, my feelings do not permit me to ſul- 
end the deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude which 
I owe to my beloved country, for the many honours it has con- 
ferred upon me; ſtill more for the ſtedfaſt confidence with which 
it has ſupported me; and for the opportunities I have thence en- 
joyed of maniſeiling my inviolable attachment, by ſervices faithful 
and perſevering, though in uſefulneſs unequal to my zeal, If 
benefits have reſulted to our country from thele ſervices, let it al- 
ways be remembered to your praiſe, and as an inſtruttive exam- 
ple in our annals, that under circumſtances in which the paſlions, 
agitatec in every direction, were liable to miſlead, amidſt appear- 
ances {ometimes dubious, Vicifiitudes of fortune often diſcoura- 
ging, in ſituations in which not unfrequently want of ſucceſs has 
countenanced the ſpirit of criticiim, the conſtancy of your ſup- 
port was the ellential prop of the efforts, and a guarantee of the 
plans by which they were eltetted. Profoundly penetrated with 
this idea, 1 ſhall carry it with me to my grave, as a ſtrong incite- 
| ment to uncealing vows that Heaven may continue to you the 
9 choiceſt tokens of its beneſicence that your union and brother] 
| aſlection niay be perpetual—that the free Conſtitution, which is 
the work of your hands, may be ſacredly maintained—that its ad- 
miniſtration in every department may be ſtamped with wiſdom 
and vinuc—that, inn tne, the happinels of the people of theſe 
States, under the auſpices of liberty, may be men. complete, by 
10 carclul a prelervatiom and {o prudent a uſe of this blelling as 
will acquie to them the plory of recommending it to the applauſe, 
the allection and ad: pron of every nation which is yet a ſtranger 
to it. | 
| Hee perhaps 1 onght to flop. But folicitude for your wel- 
| fare, Which cannot end but with wy life, and the apprehenſton 
| of danger, natural te tht lolicitide, urge me on gn occaſion like 
| the preletu, tt) Ge ts volt ſolemm contemplatisu, and to fe- 
COLE e Kut The quent review, ſome ſentiments, lich 
| ale the fehlt of rich telleelion; of ty ſHeonliderable ober. 
| WO nf we penn bes We portant en ths . 
| Af enen kette nod eisen, eilt will be offered te you With 
| the wore Holi a ek bat ly les Th them the dite 
rele Warnings 64 8 parting biel who can pollibly have ve 
1 Peres tf n lis Comet, Nor Gan | fache. Ak AN 
| eee to If, your Ile reception af my ſonimeſſts 
| my a loriner and not citlimilar occalion, Interwaven as 14 the 
Ive of libely with every liganicnt of your hearts, no recom— 


| 
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mendation of mine is neceſſary to fortify the attachment. The 

unity of Government which conſtitutes you one people, is allo 

now dear to you. It is juſtly ſo; for it is a main pillar in the 

edifice of your real independence, the ſupport of your tran- 

quillity at home, your — abroad; of your ſafety; of your 
i 


as it is eaſy to foreſee, that from different cauſes, and from 
different quarters, much pains will be taken, many artiſices em- 
ployed, to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth ; as 
this is the point in your political fortreſs againſt which the batte- 
ries of internal and external enemies will be moſt conſtantly and. 
actively, though often covertly and inſidiouſly, directed, it is of 
infinite moment, that 2 ſhould properly eſtimate the immenſe 
value of your national Union, to your collective and individual 
happineſs ; that you ſhould cheriſh a cordial, habitual, and immo- 
3 attachment to it, accuſtoming yourſelves to think and 
ſpeak of it as the palladium of your political ſafety and, proſ- 
perity ; watching for its preſervation with jealous anxiety ; diſ- 
countenancing whatever might ſuggeſt even a ſuſpicion that it 
can in any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon 
the firſt dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of the 
country from the reſt, or to enfeeble the ſacred ties which now 
link together the various parts. For this you have every induce- 
ment of ſympathy and intereſt. Citizens by birth or choice, of 
a common country, that country has a right to concentrate your 
affections. The name of American, which belongs to you, in your 
national capacity, muſt always exalt the juſt pride of patriotiſm, 
| more than any appellation derived from local diſcrimination. 
With ſlight ſhades of difference, you have the ſame religion, man- 
ners, babits, and political principles. You have in a common 
cauſe fought and triumphed together; the independence and li- 
berty you poſſeſs are the joint councils and joint eflorts, of common 
dangers, ſufferings, and ſucceſſes. But theſe conſiderations, 
however powerfully they addrels themſelves to your ſenſibility, 
are greatly outweighed by thoſe which apply more immediately 
to Four intereſt, Here every portion of our country finds the 
moſt commanding motives for carefully guarding, and prefervin 


proſperity ; of that very liberty which you ſo highl — But 


* the Whole, The North in an urreſtrainedl intereourle With the 
South protefted by the equal laws — + common government 
* Rnds in the produkkions of the latter, great additional refources of 
maritine and eommereial enterprize, and previous materials of 
* mManufafturing induftty; The Sewh in the fame intereourls 
% benefiting by the agency of the North, (bes its agriculture grow 
and its eemmeree expand. Tuning partly into its own channels 
the amen of the North, it finds its particular navigation invi- 
gerated j and while it contributes in different ways ta nouriſh 
and increals the general mals of the national navigation, it 
logks forward to the proteftion of a maritime ſtrength, to 
Which itlelf is unequally adapted, —The Ealt in a like intercourte 
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with the Weſt, already finds, and in the progreſſive improvement of 
interior communication by land and water, will more and more 
find a valuable vent for the commodities which it brings from 
abroad, or manufattures at home. The Weſt derives from the 
Eaſt ſupplies requiſite to its growth and comfort—and what is 
perhaps of {till greater conlequence, it muſt of neceſſity owe 
the {ſecure enjoyment of indiſpenſible outlets for its own. produc- 
tions, to the weight, influence, and the future maritime — 


of the Atlantic ſide of our Union, directed by an indiſſoluble com- 
munity of intereſl. as one nation. Any other tenure by which 


the Weſt can hold this eflential advantage, whether derived 
from its own ſeparate ſtrengtIfor from an apoſtate and unnatural 
connection with any foreign power, muſt be intrinſically precarious, 

While then every or of our country thus feels an immediate 
and patticular intereſt in Union, all the parts combined cannot 
fail to find in the united mals of means and efforts greater 
ſtrength, greater reſource, proportiofiably greater ſecurity from 


external danger, a leſs Frequent interruption of their peace by 


foreign nations 1 and What is of ineftimable value, they muſt 
derive from Union an esemptlon from thoſe broils and wars 
between themſelves, which 16 frequently affliek neighbourin 

countries, not tied _ by the lame government 3 which 
thelr own rivalſhips alone, would be luflicient to produce, but 
which 3 {oreign alliances, attachments and intrigues 
would ſtimulate and embitter. Henee likewile they will avol 
the neceſſity of thole overgrown military eftablifhments, which 
under any form of government are inaulpicious to liberty, and 
which are to be regarded as particularly hoſtile to Republican 
liberty; in this ſenſe it is, that your union ought to be conſidered 
as a main prop of your liberty, and that the love of' one ought 
to endear to you the preſervation of the other. Theſe conſide- 
rations ſpeak a perſuaſive language to every reflecting and vir- 
tuous mind, and exhibit the continuance of the Union as a pri- 
mary object of patriotic defire,—ls there a doubt, whether a 


common government can embrace ſo large a ſphere? Let ex- 
perience ſolve it. To liſten to mere ſpeculation in ſuch a caſe 


were criminal. We are authorized to hope that a proper or- 
ganization of the whole, with the auxiliary agency of govern- 


ments for the reſpective ſubdiviſions, will afford a happy iſſue to 


the experiment. It is well worth a fair and full experiment. 
With ſuch powerful and obvious motives to Union, affecting all 

arts of our country, while experience ſhall not have demonſtra- 
ted its impracticability, there will always be reaſon to diſtruſt 

the patriotiſm of thoſe, who in any quarter may. endeavour to 
| — its hands. In contemplatmg the cauſes which may dil- 
turb our Union, It occurs as matter of ſerious concern, that any 
ground ſhould have been furniſhed for characteriſing parties by 

1 diſcriminations Northern and Southern. Atlantic 
an 


eſtern; whence deſigning men may endeavour to excite 2 


| 2 obligatory upon all. The ver 
t 


98 


belicf that there is a real difference of local intereſls and views, 

One of the expedients of party to acquire influence, within par- 
ticular diſtricts, is to miſrepreſent the opinions and aims of other 
diſtricts, You cannot ſhield yourſelves too much againſt the 
jealouſies and heart-burnings which ſpring from thele miſrepre- 


ſentations: they tend to render alien to each other thole who 


ought to be baund together by fraternal aflection. The inhabi- 
tants of our Weſtern country have lately had a uſeful leſſon on 
this head; they have ſeen, in the negociation by the Executive, 
and in the unanimous ratification by the Senate of the treaty with 
Spain, and in the univerlal ſatisfaction at the event, throughout 
the United States, a deciſive proof how unfounded were the 
ſulpicions propagated among them of a policy in the General 
Government and in the Atlantic States unfriendly to their inte- 
reſts in regard to the Milliſippi : they have been witneſſes to 
the formation of two treaties, that with Great Britain and that. 


With Spain, which ſecure to them every thing they could 


deſire, in reſpett to our foreign relations, towards éenfirm⸗ 
Ing their prolperity, Will it not be their wildem to rely 
for the preſervation of thele advantages en the Union by 
which they were procured ? Will they not heneeforth be deaf te 
thole advilers, if ſuch there are, whe would lever them from 
thelr brethren and connett them with aliens Ta the efficacy and 
permaneney of your Union, a Government for the whole 1s indil= 
enlible, No alliances, however {tritt between the parts, can 
ean adequate ſubltitute; they mult inevitably experience the in- 
fractions and interruptions which all alliances in all times have ex- 
erienced, 8 | | 
Senſible of this momentous truth, you have improved upon 
your firſt eſſay, by the adoption of a Conſtitution of Government 
better calculated than your former for an intimate Union, and for 
the efficacious management of your common concerns, This 
Government, the oftspring of our own choice, uninfluenced and 
unawed, adopted upon full inveſtigation and mature deliberation, 
completely free in its principles, in the diſtributing of its powers, 
uniting ſecurity with energy, and containing in itlelf a proviſion 
tor its own amendment, has a juſt claim to your confidence and 
ſupport. Reſpect for its authority, compliance with its laws, ac- 
quieſcence in its meaſures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental 
maxims of true liberty. The baſis of our political ſyſtems is the 
right of the peopleto make and to alter their Conſtitutions of Go- 


vernment ; but, the Conſtitution which at any time exiſts, till 


changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is 
acrec y idea of the power and 
the right of the people to eſtabliſh Government preſuppoſes the 
duty of every individual to obey that Government. All ob- 
ſtructions to the execution of the Laws, all combinations, aſſo- 
cations, under whatever plauſible character, with the real de- 
gn, to direct, controul, counteract, or awe the regular delibe- 
= — | 


by the laws, and to maintain all in the {ecure and tranquil _— 


| pobulur form, it is ſeen in the greate 
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ent and aftion of the conflitined authoritles are deflruttive to 


this Fundamental priveiple, and of Fatal tendeney, They lerve to 
organize Tattion, 6. $91 tam artificial and extraordinary force 


iv put in the place of the delegated will of the nation, the will of 
a party, often a mall, but artful and enterprizing minority of the 


community : and, according to the alternate triumphs of different 
parties, to make the public adminiſtration the mirror of the ill- 
concet ted and incongruous projets of 8m, — than the or- 
par of conſiſtent and wholelome plans digelled by common coun- 
cils, and modified by mutual intereſts, However combinations 
and aſlociations of the above deſcription may now and then un{wer 
3 ends, they are likely in the courle of time and things, to 

ecome potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and un- 
principled men will be enabled to ſubvert the power of the people, 


_ and to uſurp for themſelves the reins of government; deſtroying 


afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to unjult do- 
minion. Towards the preſervation of your Government, and 
the permanency of ou prelent happy ate, it is requiſite, not 
only that you ſtead 

acknowledged authority, but allo that you reſiſt with care the ſpi— 
rit of innovation upon its principles, however ſpecious the pre- 
texts, One method of allault may be to eflett in the forms of the 
Conltitution, alterations which will impair the energy of the ſyſ- 
tem, and thus to.undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. 
In all the changes to which you may be invited, remember that 


time and habit are at leaſt as — to fix the true character of 
Governments, as of other human infſlitutivns==-that experience is 


the ſureſt Handard by which to reſt the real e of the exil- 
ting Conſtitution of a country—that facility in changes, upon 
weclit of mere hypotheſis and opinion, expoles to perpetual 


«hanger, from the endlels — of hypotheſis and opinion ; and 


remember elpecially, that for the eflicient management of your 
common intereſts, in a country lo extenſive as ours, a Govern» 
ment with as much vigouras is conſfiflent with the perfekt lecurity 
of liberty, is indilpenſible. Liberty itlelf will find in ſuch a Go- 
vernment, with powers properly diſlributed and adjuſted, its ſu- 
relt phardian, It is, indeed, little elſe than a name, where the 
Government is too feeble to withſtand the enterprize of faction, 
to confine each member of the lociety within the limits preſcribed 


ment of the rights of perſon and property, I have already inti- 


mated to you the danger of patties in the ſtate, with particular 


teſerence tothe founding of them on geographical dileriminations, 


Let me now take a more comprehenſive view, and warn you 


in the moſt lulemn manner againſt the baneſul effects-of the ſpirit 
of party, generally, This ſpirit, unfortunately, is inſeparable 
from our nature, having its root in the ftrongeſt paſſions of the 
human minel, It exiſts under diflerent ſhapes in all Governments, 
more or leis ſtifled, controuled, or oppreſſed; but in thoſe of the 

if ranknels, and is truly their 


y dilcountenance irregular oppolitions to its. 
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worfl enenmy. The alternate domination of. one fachen over ang⸗ 
ther; {ſharpened by the (pirit of revenge, natural to party dillens 
en Which in dillrent ages and countries has perpetrated the 
moll Harri enormities, se itelf a (rightful delpotitn, But this 


leals at length toa more formal aud permanent. delpoiſiin, The 
dilorders and mileries which retult, gradually incline the minds of 
men ta leok lecurity and repole in theablalute power of an indivi- 


dual; and fooner or later the chief of lome prevailing fattion, 


more able or more fortunate than his competitors, turns this del 


otilm to the purpoles of his own elevation, on the ruins of Puhb- 
fic liberty, W ithout looking forward to an extremity of this 
kind, (which neverthelels ought not to be entirely out of light) 
the common and continued milchicts of tho ſpirit of party, are ſuk— 
ficient to make it the intereſt and duty of a wile peopleto dilcou— 


rage and reſtrain it, Jt ſerves always to diſtract the public coun- 
eils, and enfeeble the _ adminiſtration. It agitates the com- 


munity with ill-founded jealouſies and falle alarms ; kindles the 
animolity of one part againſt another, foments occaſionally riot 
and inſurrettion, It opens the door to foreign influence and vor 
ruption, which lind a4ucilitated accels to the Government itlelf, 
through the channels of party paſſions. Thus the pony and 
the will of one country are ſubjected to the policy and will of anv- 
ther, Thereis an opinion that parties in free countries are uleful 
checks upon the adminiſtration of the Government, and lei ve to 


| _ alive the ſpirit of liberty. This withiu certain limits is pro- 
y 


bab 


true; and in Governments of a Monarchical caſt, Patrio— 


tilm may look with indulgence, if not with favour, upon the lpi— 
+ rit of party, But in thole of the popular charatter, in Govern- 
ments purely clettive, it is a (pirit, not to be encouraged, From 
their natural tendency, it is certain there will always be enough 


of that ſpirit for every falutary purpoſe, Anil there being con- 
ſtant danger of excels, the eflett ought to be by force of public 
opinion, to mitigate anch aſſuage it,-— A {ire not to be quenched ; 
it demands a uniform vigilance to provent its burſting into a flame, 
leſt, inſtead of warming, it ſhould conſume. = 

It is important, likewiſe, that the habits of thinking in a free 
ſtate, ſhould inſpire caution in thole intruſted with its adminiſtra 
tion, to confine themſelves within their reſpetive conſtitutional 
|pheres, avoiding in the exerciſe of the powers of one department 
to encroach upon another, Ihe ſpirit of encroachment tends to 
conlolidate the powers of all the departments in one, and thus it 
creates whatever the form of Government, a real deſpotifin, A 
Juſt eſtimate of that love of power, and pronenels to abule it, 
which predominates in the human heart, is tuſheient to ſatisty us 
of the truth of this polition, "The neceſlity of reciprocal cheeks 
in the exerciſe of pale power; by dividing and eliſtributing it 
into different repolitories, and conſtituting each the guardian of the 
public weal againſt invalions by others, has been evinced by ex» 
periments ancient and modern: ſome of them in our own coun- 
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happineſs, theſe firmeſt props of men and citizens, The mere 4 
1em. 
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try, and under our own eyes. To preſerve them muſt be as ne- 


ceſlary as to inſtitute them. If, in the 2 of the people, the 


diſtribution or modification of the Conſtitutional Powers be in 


any particular wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment in the 
way which the Conſtitution deſignates. But let there be no 
change by uſurpation; for though this, in one inſtance, may be 


the inſtrument of good, it is the cuſtomary weapon by which free 
governments are deſtroyed. The precedent muſt always greatly 


overbalance in permanent evil, any partial or tranſient benefit 
which the uſe can at any time yield, Of all the diſpoſitions and 
habits which lead to political proſperity, religion and morality are 
indiſpenſible ſupports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of 
1 ſhould labour to ſubvert theſe great pillars of human 


tician, equally with the pious man, ought to reſpect and cheriſh t 
A volume could not trace all their connections with private 
and public felicity, Let it be ſimply aſked, where is the ſecurity 
tor property, for reputation, for life, if the ſenſe of religious obli- 
gativn desert the oaths, which are the inſtruments of inveſtigation 
nthe Courts of Juſtice? And let us with caution indulge the 
{uppoſition, that morality can be maintained without religion. 

| Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education 


on minds of peculiar ſtructure; reaſon and eee both forbid 


in excluſion of reli- 
gibus principle, It is ſubſtantially true, that virtue or morality is 


us to expect that national motality can prevai 


a neceſſary ſpring of popular government. The rule indeed ex- 
tends with more or dels l 
Who that is a ſincere friend to it, can look with indi 
attempts to ſhake the foundation of the fabric ? Promote then, as 
an objett of primary importance, inflitutions for the general diffu- 
ſion of knowledge. In proportion as the flrifture of overnment 
ves force to public opitiion, it is eſſential that public opinion 
fon be enlightened. | | 

As à very iiiiportatit ſource of tength and ſecutity, cheriſh 
public credit; Ohe niethod of prefervingit de to ufe ft as kpatingly 
as pollible 3 avoiding oecafivns bf expefce by culttvatintz pedery 
but tememmbet ft alf, that thiely dHGUrEWents to prepiire fur dats 
Er, fret uently prevent much greater diffieferients (0 tepel it; 
avoiding Wewilk the accumulation of debt; not only by Thinning 
we aligns eee but by vIgaryuls Exertions TH thine bf peact 114 
eas the db which uneoldable wars may have 1 
Wat gene hall ein pan prſlerity the Hunden Whit) we 
ur delves might tw bear The eee en 170 marlin helnngs 
WAVY + Vn but it is ace that public . 
ſou rd operate. 10 ſuellltate jj Vent ie nee thitlr 
Wy; It is eſfentlaf that you thould pre II. boat in mint, that 
owards the par ment of debts thers mul be a feveniie 3 that t6 
iqvs even there mlt be takes j that 6 takes Fan be devied 
which ate not aße bf ſels inetzuveßlentz of unpfeafantz that the 
Faiflife embarraffmeht infeparable fremi the (eletiion of the proper 


orce, to every ſpecies of nn, | 
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objefts, (which is always a choice of difficulties) ought to be adeci- 
five motive for a candid conſtruttion of the condutt of the Govern- 
ment in making it, and for a ſpirit of acquieſcence in the meaſures 
for obtaining revenue which the public exigencies may at any time 
dictate. Obſerve good faith and juſtice towards all nations, culti- 


vate peace and harmony with all; Religion and Morality enjoin 


this condu; and can it be that good 8 dyes not equally en- 
— and, at no great 
diflant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the magnani- 
mous and too novel example of a people always guided by an ex- 
alted juſtice and benevolence. Who can doubt that in the courſe 
of time and things, the fruits of ſuch a plan would richly repay any 
temporary advantages which might be loſt by a ſteady adherence 
to it Can it be, that PROviDeNCE has not connetted the per- 
manent felicity ofa nation with its virtue? The experiment, at 
leaſt, is recommended by every ſentiment that enobles human na- 


ture. Alas! is it rendered impoſſible by its vices? In the ex- 
ecution of ſuch a plan, nothing is more ellential than 2 


inveterate antipathies againſt particular nations, and paſſionate at- 


tachments for others, ſhould be excluded; and that in place of 
them, juſt and amicable feelings towards all ſhould be cultivated, 


'The nation which indulges towards another an habitual hatred, or 
an habitual fondnels, is in ſome degree aſlave,—ltis a ſlave to its 
animoſity or to its affection, either of which is ſufficient to lead it 
aſtray from its duty and its intereſt, 4 in one nation 
againſt another diſpoſes each more readily to offer inſult and injury, 
to lay hold of ſlight cauſes of umbrage, and to be haughty and in- 


| tralable, when accidental or trifling occalions of ay occur. 
Hence frequent colliſions, Ley envenomed, and 


loody con- 
tells. The nation, prompted by ill will and reſentment, lome- 


times impels to war the government, cohtrary to the beſt calcula- 


| tions of policy. 


The government ſometitmes ey the natlonal propeti- 
ity, and dtopts through paſſion What tealoh Would teſetk: at 
other times it makes the ahittiblity of the natlott fubſetvletit to 
roſetts of hoſtility, inftigated by prides atubſtlonz and ther Hinil⸗ 
er And peruttous Hotyes Tie peice ofleitz fhinetiiies rigs 
the liberty ok nations, his been the vIAim: 86 likewilb, of |= 
Diigts attachment of he Hatten for another produces & Variety bf 
evils Sympathy for the favourite natign, facilitating the Il]ylien 
Of all THAghary Eamon nterelt; in ealks where ny eg wen 
üer ens, and fling inte ene the eymitics of the ther, be- 
tays the farmer into a ** vating in the i4artels arte * of 

pement Hy 1 Eillegtlen, It vl 
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14 
1elves to the favourite nation) facility to betray, or ſacrifice the 
intereſts of their own country, without odium, ſometimes even 
with popularity; gilding with the appearance of a virtuous ſenſe 


of obligation a commendable deference for public opinion, or a 
laudable zeal for public good, the bale or fooliſh compliances of 


ambition, corruption, or infatuation. As there are avenues to 
foreign influence in innumerable ways, ſuch attachments are par- 
ticularly alarming to the truly enlightened and independent pa- 
triot, How many opportunities do they offer to tamper with do- 
meſtic factions, to practiſe the arts of ſeduttion, to miſlead pub- 
lic opinion, to influence or awe the Public Councils! Such an 


attachment of a {mall or weak, towards a great and powerful na- 


tion, dooms the former to be the ſatellite of the latter. Againſt 


the inſiduous wiles of e influence (1 conjure you to believe 
me ſellow-citizens) the jealouly of a free people ought to be con- 


tinually awake; ſince hiſtory and experience prove that foreign 
influence is one of the moſt baneful foes of a Republican G0 


vernment, But that jealouly to be uleſul muſt be impartial : 
elle it becomes the inſlrument of the very influence to be 
avoided, inſtead of a defence agninit'it, | 

Exceſlive partiality for one foreign nation, and exceſſive dil. 
like for another, caule thole whom they wetuate to lee danger on 
one ſide, and ſerve to veil, and even lecond the arts of influence 
on the other, Real patriots who may reſiſt the intrigues of the 
favourite, are liable to hecome ſulpetted and oclious; while its 
tools and dupes uſurp the applaule and conlidence of the people, 
to ſurretider their intereſts, Ihe great rule of conduct for us in 
regard to foreign nations, is in extending our commercial rela— 
tions, to have with them as little po/zttcal connection as pollible, 
So far as we have already ſormed engagements, let them be fulfilled 
with perfett good faith. — Here let us ſtop, Europe has a 
ſet of primary intereſls, which to us have none, or a very remote 
relation, Here ſhe muſt be engaged in frequent controverſies, 


the caules of which are eflentially foreign to our concerns. 


fence, therefore it muſt be unwile in us to implicate ourſelves 
by artificial ties in the ordinary viciflitudes of her politics, or 
the ordinary combinations and collifions of her friendſhips, or 
enmities. Our detached and diſtant ſituation, invites and enables 
us to purlpe a different courſe, If we remain one people under 
an efficient government, the period is not far off when we may 
defy material injury from external annoyance ; when we may 
take ſuch an attitude as will cauſe the neutrality, we may at any 
time reſolve upon, to be ſcrupulouſly reſpected; when belligerent 
nations, under an impoſſibility of making requiſitions upon us, 


will not lightly hazard the giving us provocation; when we may 


choole peace or war, as our intereſt, guided by juſtice, ſhall 


counſel, Why forego the advantages of {o peculiar a fitwation ? 


Why quit our own to ſtand upon foreign ground? Why, by inter- 


weaving our deſtiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our 
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peace and proſperity in the toils of European ambition, rivalſhip, 
intereſt, humour, or caprice? 'Tis our true policy to ſteer 
clear of permanent alliances, with any portion of the foreign world; 
ſo far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not 
be underſtood as capable of patronizing infidelity to exiſting en- 
gagements. I hold the maxim no leſs applicable to public, than 
to private affairs, that honeſty is always the beſt policy, I repeat 
it, therefore, let thoſe engagements be obſerved in their genuine 
ſenſe, But in my opinion, it is 2 and would be unwiſe 
to extend them. Taking care always to keep ourſelves by ſuita- 
ble eſtabliſhments, on a reſpettable defenſive poſture, we may ſafely 
truſt to temporary alliances for extraordinary emergencies, | 

Harmonv, liberal intercourſe, with all nations, are recommended 
by policy, humanity, and intereſt, But even our commercial policy 
ſhould hold an equal and impartial hand; neitherſeeking nor granting 
exclulive lavours or preferences: conſulting the natural courſe of 
things; dilluling and diverſifying by 8 means the \Aireams of 
commerce, but forcing nothing; eſtabliſhing, with powers ſo diſ- 
poſed in order to give trade a fleady courſe, to define the rights 
of our merchants und to enable the Government to ſupport 
them, conventional rules of intercourſe, the beſt that preſent 
circumſtances and mutual opinions will permit, but temporary 
and liable to be from time to time abandoned or varied, as expe- 
rience ſhall diftate ; conllantly keeping in view, that it is folly in 
one nation to look for difintereſted favours from another; that 
it mull pay with a portion of its independence for whatever it 
may accept under that character; that by ſuch acceptance, it may 
place Gn the condition of — given equivalents for nominal 
avours, and yet of being reproached with ingratitude, for not 
giving more. — There can be no greater error than to expect, or 
calculate upon real favours from nation to nation. Tis an illu- 
_ 3 experience muſt cure, which a juſt pride ought to 
diſcard, | | 1 

In oſlering to you my country, theſe counſels of an old and 
allectionate Fiend I dare not hope they will make the ſtrong 
and laſting impreſſion I could wiſh : that they will controul the 
ufual current of the paſhons, or prevent our nation from 
running the courſe which has hitherto marked the deſtiny of 
nations. Butif I may even flatter myſelf, that they may be 


produktive of ſome partial benefit, ſome occaſional good; that 


they may now and then recur to moderate the fury of party 
{pirit, to warn againſt the miſchiefs of foreign intrigue, to 
guard againſt the impoſtures of pretended patriotiſm : this hope 


| 1 will be a full recompence for the ſolicitude for your welfare, by 


which they have been dictated. How far in the diſcharge of wn 


Official duties, I have been guided by the principles whic 


have been delineated, the public iecords and other evidences of 
condutt muſt witneſs to you and to the world. To mylelf, the 
allurance of my own conſcience is, that I have at leaſt believed 


myſelf to be guided by them, 


16. 


In relation to the flill ſublilling war in Europe, wy Proclame- 
tion of the 22d of April, 1793, is the index to my plan, Sanc- 
tioned by your approved voice and by that of your Repreſentatives 
in both Houſes 40 Congrels, the ſpirit of that meaſures has contin- 
ually governed me; uninfluenced by any attempts to deter or di- 
vert me from it, After deliberate examination with the aid of the 
beſt lights 1 could obtain, I was well ſatisfied that our country, 
under all the circumſtances of the cale, had a right to take, and 
was bound in duty and intereſt, to take a neutral poſition, Ha- 
ving taken it, 1 determined, as far as ſhould depend upon me, to 
maintain it, with moderation, perſeverance and firmneſs. The 
conſiderations which reſpett the right to hold this condutt, it is not 
neceſſary on this occaſion to detail, 1 will only obſerve that ac- 
cording to my underſlanding of the matter, that right ſo far from 
being denied by any of the Belligerent Powers, has been virtually 
admitted by all. The duty of holding a neutral conduQ may be in- 
| ferred, without any thing more, from the obligation which juſtice 
and humanity impoſe on every nation in caſes in which it is free to 
act, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace and amity towards 
other nations, The inducements of intereſt for obſerving that con- 
duct will beſt be referred to your own refleQions and experience, 
Wich me a predominant motive has been to endeavour to gain time 
to our country to ſettle and rature its yet recent inſtitutions, and to 
progreſs without interruption, to that degree of ſtrength and con- 


ſiſtency which is neceſſary to give it, humanly ſpeaking, the com- 


mand of its own fortunes. Though in reviewing the inci- 
dents of Adminiſtration, I am unconſcious of intentional 
error, I am nevertheleſs too ſenſible of my defects not. 


to think it probable that I have committed many errors. 


Whatever they may be, I fervently beſeech the Armicu- 
TY to avert or mitigate the evils to which they may tend! 
1 ſhall always carry with me the hope that my country will never 
ceaſe to view them with indulgence : and that after forty-five 

ears dedicated to its ſervice, with an upright zeal, the faults of 
incompetent\bilities will be — to oblivion, as myſelf muſt 
ſoon be to the manſions of Reſt, Relying on its kifdneſs in 
this as in other things, and actuated by that fervent love towards 
it which is ſo natural to a man, who views in it the native ſoil 


of himſelf, and his progenitors for ſeveral generations, I antici- 


pate with pleaſing expettation, the retreat in which I promiſe my - 
ſelf to realize without alloy, the ſweet enjoyment of partaking 
in the midſt of my fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good 
laws under a free government, the ever favourite object of my 
heart and the happy reward, as I truſt of our mutual cares, 


labours, and dangers. . 
| 6. WASHINGTON. 
Uxirev Starts, September 17, 1796. 


